Incidence and prognostic value of lymph node metastasis on c-Kit-positive gastrointestinal stromal tumors of the stomach.
Surgical R0 resection is a mainstay of treatment for gastrointestinal stromal tumor (GIST) of the stomach. The incidence of lymph node metastasis (LNM) has been reported as extremely low. However, the actual incidence of LNM still remains unclear due to the limited number of patients who underwent systemic lymph node dissection. Fifty-seven patients who underwent gastrectomy with systemic lymphadenectomy for c-Kit-positive GIST of the stomach at the Cancer Institute Hospital between 1970 and 2000 were included. The clinicopathological characteristics of the patients were used to clarify the incidence and prognostic value of LNM in patients with GIST of the stomach. R0 resection was achieved in 52/57 patients. The 5-year survival rate of patients following R0 resection was 68.6%. LNM was observed in 5/57 (8.8%) patients. All 5 patients died within 5 years after surgery even though 3 had undergone curative surgery. In patients with GIST of the stomach, the incidence of LNM following systemic lymphadenectomy is low. The prognosis of patients with LNM was poor; thus it should be regarded as an advanced disease.